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COMPOSER’S NOTE
Requiem

A Requiem is a Mass for the souls of the dead. In general, | have set the usual Latin
movements but, in keeping with my usual trait of drawing from other cultures, | have also
set five Japanese haiku ‘death’ poems. Such poems are usually to do with nature, have a
single idea, and consist of seventeen syllables divided 5-7-5 over three lines. As one can
see from the text, the Japanese view nature’s water cycle (precipitation) as being
synonymous with life.

| have combined the Western and Eastern texts in two of the haiku movements,

Having Seen The Moon and Farewell, which incorporate the Benedictus and the Agnus
Dei respectively. Both are intoned by male voices in @ monastic style as a counterpoint
to the Japanese text sung by females.

The instrumentation of these haiku settings includes the ancient Japanese wind instrument
the shakuhachi. Elsewhere, as usual, | have used some ethnic drums (eg Arabic darabuca,
Japanese daiko, frame drums) and even a hip-hop rhythm in the Dies irae!

The work is dedicated to my late father, a musician and an inspiration.
Karl Jenkins

Pronunciation guide

The vowels used in the Japanese texts should be sung as follows:

a [a]
e halfway between [l and [e1 (‘&' / ‘&)
i [i]
(6] = {o}
u halfway between (@i and v1 (‘er’ / ‘0)

i
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Hana to mishi
Yuki wa kinouzo
Moto no mizu

s =48

optional solo sempre p

3. The snow of yesterday

that fell like cherry blossoms is water once again

With compassion

Haiku by Gozan
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6. From deep in my heart
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how beautiful are the snow clouds in the west
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Karl Jenkins Requiem

Karl Jenkins’ Requiem sets the traditional Latin text of the
Requiem mass, including the extra movements included by
Fauré and Duruflé — Pie Jesu and In paradisum. These are
interspersed with haiku ‘death’ poems (sung in Japanese)
whose delicate, epigrammatic texts provide a peaceful
commentary on the liturgical words. The result is a deeply
moving expression of spirituality, whose musical tying
together of different cultures provides a link that is highly
appropriate to the modern world. This powerful work will
appeal to choirs wanting to sing an unusual but appealing
and effective piece: the full scoring of the work includes a
part for Japanese flute (shakuhachi) and an array of unusual
drums. The vocal score is published to coincide with the
release of the world premiere CD recording by EMIL.

Karl Jenkins draws on a wide
range of musical training and
experience. After a classical
training at Cardiff University,
Wales, and the Royal
Academy of Music, London,
he worked as a jazz musician
| with Nucleus and Ronnie
Scott, among others. His
Adiemus projects have
consistently enjoyed global success with 15 gold and
platinum awards, and The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace
has been performed by thousands across the UK. Karl has
received commissions from the Royal Ballet, BBC Proms in
the Park, HRH The Prince Of Wales, London Symphony
Orchestra, Evelyn Glennie and Lesley Garrett. In 2004 he
entered Classic FM’s ‘Hall of Fame’ at no. 8, the highest
position for a living composer, and in 2005 he was awarded
an OBE for services to British music.
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